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Philadelphia, May 12th, 1842, informing the Academy of a 
donation by him of Casts of American Fossils; and also 
requesting an exchange of either casts or specimens. 

Also a letter from Dr. Geo. Engleman, dated St. Louis, 
Missouri, April 25, 1842, stating that he had transmitted a 
donation of rare German plants, with some species of Verbena 
and Cuscuta from his own vicinity, and likewise requesting 
an exchange. 



STATED MEETING, May 24, 1842. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

DONATIONS TO MUSEUM. 

74 Casts of American Fossils, &c. from Dr. John Locke, being 
the Collection referred to in his letter read at the last meet- 
ing, and containing the following — 

Isoteles . Apocrinites reticulata (3 speci- 

Isoteles gigas (4 specimens). mens. 

Isoteles megistbs (9 specimens). Fucoides cauda Galli (2 speci- 
Mouth piece of do. (2 speci- mens), 

mens). Fucoides Harlani 

Calymene Blumenbachii. Asaphus •- (4 specimens). 

Calymene senaria (4 specimens). Asaphus caudatus. 

Calymene Downingiae. Asaphus tuberculatus. 

Triarthus Beckii (2 specimens). Strophomena alternata. 

Cryptolithus tesselatus. Pentamerus oblongus (3 speci- 
Dipleura Dekayi. mens). 

Paradoxides . Lingula . 
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Atrypa Fucoides (5 specimens). 

Atrypa testudinaria. Diluvial grooves. 

Shell resembling Gryphaea. Star Coral. 

Pterinia carinata (2 specimens). Bilobite fucoid. 

Cornularia quadrisulcata. Coal impressions (9 specimens). 

Strophomena . 

Trilobites (not named, 6 specimens.) 

A white eyeless crayfish, (Astacus Bartoni?) and a small white 
fish, also eyeless, (presumed to belong to a sub-genus of 
Silurus,) both taken from a small stream called the " River 
Styx," in the Mammoth Cave, Kentucky, about 2| miles from 
the entrance. Presented by W. T. Craige, M. D. 

WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS. 

The Chairman read a letter from Dr. A. Clapp, dated New 
Albany, Ind. May 15, 1842, making inquiry respecting his 
communication read before the Academy in March last, and 
also requesting a printed copy of a late paper by Mr. Conrad 
on the Silurian and Devonian Systems, now in course of pub- 
lication in the Journal of the Academy. 

NEW BUSINESS. 

Mr. Vaux presented a report of the returns of a subscrip- 
tion by the following named members, for the purpose of 
erecting, painting and glazing book cases in the Hall, viz. — 
R. M. Patterson, M. D., Thos. Nuttall, Samuel Ashmead, Geo. 
W. Carpenter, S. G. Morton, M. D., Wm. S. Vaux, E. Dra- 
per, William Hembel, C. W. Pennock, M. D., A. L. Elwyn, 
R. Pearsall, S. S. Haldeman, Richard Wistar, and J. Price 
Wetherill. The subscription amounted to $325, of which a 
small balance remained unexpended, which Mr. Vaux propo- 
sed to appropriate towards the erection of cases for containing 
Birds. 
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In accordance with a suggestion from the Chairman, it was 
then on motion, 

Resolved, — That Prof. Locke have permission to take casts 
of the Fossils now in the Collection of the Academy. 



MEETING FOR BUSINESS, May, 81, 1842. 
Vice President Morton in the Chair. 

The Report of the Corresponding Secretary for the last 
month was read and adopted. 

The following communication from Mr. S. S. Haldeman, 
read Feb. 1, 1842, was reported for publication in the Pro- 
ceedings of the Academy, by the committee to whom it was 
referred. 

A spirit of selfishness has crept into Zoology, which looks rather to the advan- 
tage of the individual, than to the advancement of the science ; and authors, 
with the former point in view, have invented various methods to carry out the 
principle ; and, what is worse, authority brings those to practice them, who would 
have been shocked at the idea of using them in the first instance. Among these, 
I count the practice of citing one's own name for a genus or species founded by 
another, on the strength of varying a single letter, or even the gender. Examples 
of this occur in the writings of Rafinesque. If this is proper, a printer may 
assume the authorship of a book in which he finds and corrects grammatical 
errors. Admit the principle that Unio metanevra, Raf. shall be called U. rnetan- 
never, Lea j and the French will have our own authority to assume almost every 
species of American Unio, because they consider them as of the feminine gender, 
whilst they have been described here as masculine ; and any one not a botanist, 
may place the species of Potamogeton (heretofore considered neuter) in the femi- 
nine gender to which it belongs, as has been ascertained from a passage in Pliny. 

Having recently looked over the list of American Unionidae, I wish to propose 
a few corrections in nomenclature, before they are made, and the species appro- 
priated abroad, by some one who will not cite the original describer. A western 
conchologist gives all the species of Alasmodon to Mr. Lea, not because he was 
the first to namo them, to create the genus, or to place them in it ; but because he 
places thoin in the same genus with those who first described them, but under a 



